Invasive bladder carcinoma. The importance of initial transurethral surgery and other significant prognostic factors for improved survival with full-dose irradiation.
This review covers recent observations (all retrospective) on useful prognostic indicators in patients treated by radiation for this heterogeneous disease, including presenting clinical characteristics, extent of conservative surgery, radiographic studies, and pathologic subtypes. Although imperfect and incomplete, this review offers some criteria to identify which patients will do well and which quite poorly if treated by bladder-preserving full-dose radiation therapy. Such criteria should help clinicians recommending full-dose radiation therapy, radical cystectomy, or innovative combinations of chemotherapy, radiation, and surgery.